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You sent forth your spirit, and we are created;  
And so you renew the face of the earth. 

Psalm 104:30 
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Dear people of Grace Church, 

I am deeply grateful to you for the gift of a sabbatical!  

The idea of sabbath – time set aside for restoration - is an important one in 
Scripture. In Genesis, we read of God resting in the creation story. God commanded 
the Israelites to observe one day a week for rest and even prescribed a one-year 
sabbath for the land during a seven-year agricultural cycle. We also see in the 
gospels how Jesus regularly took time apart from his active ministry for prayer and 
renewal.  

Tied to Jesus’ example, a clergy sabbatical is an intentional time for renewal, 
reflection, and reaffirmation of vocation. Recognizing the importance of this kind of 
sabbath for the health and vitality of ministry and congregational life, the Diocese 
of Massachusetts makes clergy sabbaticals part of the Covenants of Ministry (the 
agreement between priests and congregations).  

The past six years at Grace have been a wonderful time of ministry and relationship 
building. It has also been a time of significant challenges, all resulting, I believe, in 
Grace Church being in a better place to continue and grow its mission in the 
community. Taking a sabbatical now will be a necessary time for me to refresh 
spiritually, renew focus, spend time with family, and reflect on Grace’s vibrant 
ministry and gifts from an ‘outside’ perspective (meaning both that the time and 
distance away from Grace will help me reflect in different ways and that I hope to 
literally be outside for much of the sabbatical). 

With the support of the wardens, vestry, and you, I will embark on a four-month 
sabbatical, beginning August 27. My first weekend back at Grace will be January 12 
and 13. This will be a time for growth through being nourished, renewing 
perspective, and deepening prayer life. For Grace Church, it is a time to grow as well 
through carrying forward our ministries and expanding the roles of lay leadership. 
We are very fortunate to have The Rev. Ran Chase with us throughout these four 
months for worship and pastoral care. 

The majority of the sabbatical will be spent in Ecuador. The focus of my time will be 
four-fold: 

1. Set aside significant space for silence, reflection, and prayer through daily 
meditation and hiking;  

2. Read and have conversations intentionally looking at congregational 
development and possibilities for relationship-building across linguistic and cultural 
differences; 

ABOUT OUR INTERIM 

The Rev. Randall Chase, Jr. earned a B.S. in Business Administration and Personnel 
Management from Florida State University, a Masters of Divinity Degree from 
Virginia Theological Seminary, and a Doctor of Ministry Degree from Boston 
University. He was ordained a Priest in December 1972 in the Diocese of Central 
Florida. 

Ran’s experience as a priest is as geographically diverse as his educational 
institutions. He has served as Rector, Assistant Rector, Chaplain, and Administrator 
in parishes and schools/colleges in both Florida, and Massachusetts.  Additionally, 
he has served as Canon to the Ordinary, Deployment Officer and Episcopal 
Conference Center staffing for the Diocese of Rhode Island, as Interim Executive 
Director of the Province of New England and as Dean of Students, Dean of 
Administration and Alumni/ae Director at Episcopal Divinity School in Cambridge, 
MA, retiring from EDS in 2010 as Acting President and Dean.   

He remains active both in and outside the Diocese serving on a number of Boards 
and Committees as well as serving many parishes in the Diocese as Supply Clergy or 
as a Sabbatical Priest. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WORSHIP 

Music: Brian Roderick will arrange all music for all services at Grace Church. He can 
be contacted at the church office 508-993-0547. 

Sunday Announcements: These will be given during worship by Rev. Ran. Make 
sure to inform him in advance of any announcements for Sunday. Please contact 
Katie by Wednesday morning to insert announcements. 

Baptisms: The next opportunity for baptisms is on January 13, 2019. Please speak to 
Rev. Ran if you would like to learn more about baptism preparation. 

Funerals: Rev. Ran will be ready to help plan and officiate any funerals that occur. 
The local funeral homes know to be in touch with him during these weeks. 

Lay Sunday Leadership: Jerré Croteau will continue to create schedules for lectors, 
ushers, acolytes, subdeacons, and Eucharistic Ministers.  He can be reached by 
calling the church office. 

PASTORAL CARE 

Sabbatical Priest: The Rev. Ran Chase will be here to lead worship, meet with the 
wardens, and make pastoral visits on Sundays and will be in the office at least one 
day a week. Call Rev. Ran at the church office if you have a pastoral emergency, if 
you would like to plan a funeral, or if you have any acute pastoral needs. 

Eucharistic Visitors: Contact Charlene Ryder (508-728-4374) if you would like a 
Eucharistic visit.   

ONLINE PRESENCE 

Instagram and Facebook: Maggie Boyce will coordinate our presence on these 
social media.  Please contact her at 508-985-8115. 

Website: The website is administered by Diana Ukleja.  Contact her at 508-415-
8920 or diana.ukleja@gmail.com 

 

 

 

3. Renew the family’s bilingualism and broaden our worldviews; 

4. Refresh and strengthen family relationships.  

I know that God will lead us through this time - and beyond - into God’s good 
purposes for us. And I look forward to returning to Grace Church renewed for our 
next season of ministry together.  

Faithfully, 
Chris + 

 

Fellow Parishioners, 

While Rev. Chris is away on his sabbatical journey, we will also be on a journey to 
continue to answer our call to serve the Greater New Bedford community. Although 
we will be doing this without Chris’ leadership, we will be continuing the work we 
have been doing under the leadership of many who already oversee these efforts. 
This pamphlet has been prepared to help guide you through this journey and let 
you know who to contact, and how, if an issue arises. Please don’t hesitate to reach 
out if you need something or have a question. 

As Senior Warden, I will assume many of Chris’ responsibilities with the Diocese and 
right here in the parish. I know I don’t do that alone, the Vestry and other Officers, 
as well as the many in leadership positions in our parish will be working with me to 
ensure we have a successful journey.  Please don’t hesitate to contact me whenever 
you have an issue or question and I will do my best to respond or help you out. I can 
be reached at 508-923-9536 or via email at begleysktj@comcast.net.   

During this time, the Rev. Ran Chase will be with us to lead us in worship and 
support our pastoral needs. Ran has served as “supply clergy” for Grace Church on 
numerous occasions over the past few years, and his familiarity and comfort with 
the parish makes him a perfect fit to assist us during Rev. Chris’ sabbatical. We look 
forward to having Rev. Ran with us during the fall and early winter months.  

This is a wonderful opportunity for us to continue to grow and get to know each 
other better.   Together we will work to discern God’s call to us and the good 
purposes He has for us.   

We wish Rev. Chris and his family a time of refreshment and renewal and look 
forward to their return in January 2019! 

 

Sharlene Begley 
Senior Warden 



 

Sisters and Brothers in Christ: 

First, I want to honor the Wardens, Vestry, and parish for supporting Chris and his 
Sabbatical time. It is very important for clergy to get away and renew their lives. As 
a former head of the Diocese of Massachusetts Continuing Education and 
Sabbatical Committee, I have seen many proposals and plans for this important 
work. I commend Chris’s plan which I believe promises to be one that renews and 
challenges. 

Chris and I will both be with you his last Sunday in August when his Sabbatical starts 
as well as the Sunday he returns which is the second Sunday in January. This is done 
to insure a smooth transition for Grace. 

During this period, for the most part, I will be commuting from my home in 
Barnstable on Cape Cod. I will be here for the Saturday 5 pm service and the 8 and 
10 services on Sundays. I will also plan to spend Wednesday at Grace in the office, 
for the Wednesday morning service, meetings, etc. Of course there will be pastoral 
emergencies and funerals which I will cover during this period.  

Our time together will be a time to continue and build on the ministry which you 
and Chris have created and which helps to spread the light of Christ in New Bedford 
and beyond. It will be a time for us to grow and renew our faith as well. 

I am grateful to Chris and your Wardens for their invitation to join Grace in your 
ministry for this period! 

God’s Blessings! 
Ran 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SHARED RESPONSIBILITIES 

The responsibilities that we will share while Rev. Chris is away… 

ADMINISTRATION 

General: Our Wardens, Sharlene Begley (508-923-9536) and Charlie Green (508-
951-0188), will function together. They will be able to contact Rev. Chris if they 
need to. 

Office: Katie Brengle, our administrative assistant, will handle the church office and 
day-to-day operations. Office hours are Tuesday-Thursday 9AM-3PM and Friday 
9AM-12PM. You can reach Katie at 508-993-0547 or office@gracechurchnb.org. 

Leaflet/E-News/Announcements: Contact Katie by Wednesday morning to have an 
announcement published in the weekly announcements and e-news, or to have a 
name added or removed from the prayer list. 

Room Scheduling & Calendar Events: Contact Katie in the church office to add an 
event to the parish calendar or to discuss renting or using a room in the church 
building. All events occurring on church property must be requested through the 
parish office to avoid calendar conflicts. 

Building & Property: Contact Charlie Green, Junior Warden (508-951-0188) for all 
property issues, including emergencies. 

Children’s Education/Church School: The volunteer team of Betsy Pye (508-965-
2527) & Charlene Ryder (508-728-4374) will continue to oversee our church school 
program. 

Youth Program: Contact Rachael Vaz, Youth Ministry Coordinator at 
youth@gracechurchnb.org, who will continue to oversee our youth program. 

mailto:youth@gracechurchnb.org

