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WORSHIP 
 

GROW 
 

BELONG 
 

SERVE 

Our mission at Grace Church, as a 
Christian community, is to seek to know, 
glorify, and serve God through: Worship, 
in which we encounter God through 
liturgy, prayer, and relationship; Spiritual 
Development, in which we teach the love 
of Jesus Christ through scripture, 
education, and life experiences; 
Fellowship, through which we nurture 
and support each other; and Outreach, 
through which we strive to be Jesus’ 
heart, voice, hands, and feet in our 
community and in the world. 
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A Message from the Rector 
 

 
 
 

And Mary said, 
“My soul magnifies the Lord, 

and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior …” 
Luke 1:46-47 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Dear People of Grace, 
 
As followers of Jesus, we are a storytelling people.  Our scriptures provide 
us with an ancient narrative, one that describes the beginning of time and 
our relationship with God and God’s Creation.  We see this story grow 
through the prophetic tradition, until it tells of the life of Jesus of Nazareth, 
and the life and gifts he offers us.  And just when the story seems to come 
to an end at the Cross, something happens.  In Jesus’ resurrection on that 
first Easter morning, the story continues, and it does not end.  It continues 
in each one of us who call ourselves Christians, followers of this same Jesus 
of Nazareth who defeated evil and death, as we encounter the Good News 
of God, and are transformed by this same Gospel into bearers of God’s 
love, and grace, and mercy. 
 
Luke’s Gospel is bookended by the animated storytelling of two women 
named Mary.  Early in the Gospel, Mary the mother of Jesus tells us of her 
encounter with the Divine who tells her that she will bear a child who will 
change the world.  She proclaims her joy: “Tell out my soul!  The greatness 
of the Lord!”  And at the end of the Gospel, another Mary, Mary of 
Magdalene, visits the tomb where Jesus had been laid after being crucified 
by the empire, only to find that it is empty, and she is commissioned by the 
Risen Christ to go and tell the others.  She carries this Good News with 
jubilation to the other Disciples. 
 
In this season of stewardship, when we are reminded that all we have is a 
gift from God, and that we are called to steward, to care for, all God has 
entrusted to our care, I wonder, “What is your Good News?”  What ideas, 
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dreams, and challenges have been placed in your heart by God that need to 
be shared?  What are the stories you are being called to tell?  What is the 
ministry to which you are being called that will change the world, by sharing 
your talents, your resources, and your love with your neighbors? 
 
This year’s Stewardship Campaign focuses on these stories – the ones we 
hold in our hearts, the ones we are still writing, the ones we tell about those 
who have gone before us.  We are all a part of this ongoing narrative – the 
ongoing Creation in which we are called to be co-creators with God.  As 
you pray about how you will share your gifts (your time, your love, your 
financial resources) with Grace Church this year, I encourage you to think 
about how God is calling you to tell out your soul, to spread the Good 
News far and wide.  Hear the stories that are being told in our community, 
stories that relate the creative spark in us with the ways in which we are 
called to serve God and to love our neighbor. 
 
Tell out my soul!  The greatness of the Lord! 
 

 
The Rev. Jeremy C. Froyen, CFC 
Rector 
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A Message from the Stewardship Chair 
 

Dear Friends of Grace, 
 
Our Stewardship campaign is a chance to reflect 
on the many ways that we are connected to each 
other. Our theme this year focuses on the stories 
we tell and the ways we are called to share our 
words, our actions, our love, and our joy with the 
world. This year, with all that has been going on in 
the world, in the news, in our homes, schools and 

offices, and ever-shifting economic forecasts, the one constant has been the 
connections we have formed here in Grace Church. 
 
Our stories bring us together. Each of us has a unique story to tell, a reason 
why we found and chose this congregation and continue to participate. 
Each of us has dreams, ambitions, and great ideas, just as each of us has 
struggles and moments of difficulty. One of the parts of our Good News is 
that we can bring our whole selves, all our story, to this place and to these 
people, and receive the support, encouragement, and praise that we need. 
 
We will be hearing so many stories in our campaign this year: artists, 
musicians, poets, weavers, and more. Each of them focuses on the 
inspiration they receive from God and how their soul transforms those 
inspirations into art, music, words, and objects. This same process happens 
in you as you seek ways to share your gifts from the inspiration and blessing 
you have been given.  
 
With this letter, we are sending campaign materials for you to use in your 
discernment for how you will share the Good News of your transformative 
creativity and abundance with us and with our neighbors. Each hour spent 
volunteering, each good idea that you have, each dollar that you donate is 
transformed through prayer and Grace into ministry and mission. We could 
not be an example of love and compassion in our community without your 
many and various gifts. Please return your pledge cards so that we may 
include them in our ingathering and bless them.  
 
Tell out my soul! The Greatness of the Lord! 
 
Yours in Christ, 
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Charlie Green 
A Message from the Wardens 

 
 

            
 
Dear Fellow Parishioners of Grace, 
 
This year has been so important to us, serving as your Wardens, working 
with our Vestry and with Rev. Jeremy and Rev. Faith.  We have so much 
hope for the continued growth of our Parish. Each of you are a vibrant 
contributor to our greater community, encouraging our many ministries 
with your creativity, your time, and your financial support.  We are indeed 
making a difference, not only within our walls, but in the greater Grace 
community.    
 
Our annual stewardship campaign this year is asking us to share our gifts, 
our talents and passions that each of us possess, and to share our stories 
with each other, and with the world, to make it a better, safer place, and to 
seek and serve Christ in all people.  This is the path to making a difference, 
growing the kingdom of God. 
 
When you receive this booklet from our Stewardship Committee, please 
carefully consider your pledge, and your ability to share your time and 
talents.  Pray, listen, and hear, and welcome the love of God into your lives. 
 
Peace, 
Roberta Igler 
Michael Goulart 
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What Is Stewardship? 
 

At its heart, stewardship is an act of praise and thanksgiving to God for the 
blessings we’ve received in our lives.  Though important, our annual 
stewardship campaign is not just an occasion to raise funds to reach a 
specific dollar goal, but an opportunity for us to grow in our faith by 
practicing generosity and discovering the joy of Christian stewardship. 
 
What is stewardship?  It is all that we do, with all that we have, after we 
say, “I believe.”  Christian stewardship is a transformational way of living, 
understanding that God is the source of all life and that we are entrusted as 
stewards of God’s world.  It rests on the belief that an abundant and 
generous God provides us with all that we truly need. 
 
What is stewardship NOT?  It is not fundraising, charity, or 
philanthropy.  While all of those have useful purposes in society, they 
assume that donors “own” the goods and services they donate.  
Stewardship recognizes that all of our gifts (both financial and personal 
talents) stem from God, and that Christians are simply “giving back” some 
of what has been bestowed upon us by God. 
 
Why is my pledge important to Grace Church?  Our pledge allows the 
parish to meet its financial obligations to carry out its mission.  Pledging is 
one of the primary sources of revenue for the parish and is a crucial 
element of creating our annual budget.  The annual stewardship campaign 
accounts for 35% of our total receipts each year.  Other sources of income 
come from loose offerings, facilities rentals, and endowment & investment 
income. 
 
How much should I pledge?  The spiritual discipline of giving pays no 
heed to how much we give, only to how much of what we have we give.  
Traditionally, the “tithe,” one tenth of your income, has been the standard 
of giving.  This is the scripture-based admonition to give 10% of our time, 
treasure, and talents in support of the parish.  The reality is that few actually 
tithe, and many are not in a financial position to tithe.  While the tithe 
should be our goal, our pledge is our commitment to share a percentage 
that we feel is manageable.  We ask that you prayerfully consider how much 
you are able to pledge and, if possible, increase your pledge from last year 
by whatever amount you can do. 
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What is the average pledge at Grace Church?  The average pledge from 
our parish is currently $1,667.  This amount is derived by taking the total 
amount pledged in 2025 ($160,006) divided by the total number of pledges 
(96). 

 
Why should I pledge instead of just putting money in the plate?  Of 
course, any money received, whether by pledge or loose offering in the 
plate, will benefit Grace Church.  But, by making a pledge, not only are we 
making a stewardship commitment, we are also helping the parish to 
practice good stewardship.  Pledges give us an idea of the financial 
resources we will have to carry out our mission and enables purposeful 
decision making when creating the annual budget. 

 
What happens if I cannot meet my pledge?  We understand that 
circumstances can sometimes change that will affect our ability to fulfill our 
pledge, just as circumstances can sometimes change that allow us to 
increase our pledge.  If you find yourself in a position where you need to 
change your pledge amount, simply let us know.  This can be done 
confidentially by reaching out to Rev. Jeremy or Charlie Green. 
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2025 Stewardship Outlook 

 
Sources of Revenue 

 
 

How We Use Your Financial Gifts 

 
 

2026 Pledge Goal 

Pledges & Contributions

Endowment Distributions

Investments

Grants

Miscellaneous

Worship Music

Church School Youth

Administration Facilities

Diocesan Support
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$200,500 

 
Legacy Giving 

 
 
Your Gift is a Legacy 
 
Have you ever wondered what your legacy will be? Considering what your 
legacy might be can lead us not only to reexamine how we live our lives 
today, but also ask how we might continue to build God’s kingdom after we 
are gone.  How do we want to be remembered?  What will we leave behind?  
One excellent way is to consider leaving a legacy gift to Grace Church.   
 
What Is A Legacy Gift? 
 
A legacy gift is a planned gift, made either through a bequest intention or a 
charitable gift made through a trust, life insurance policy, or another 
financial planning tool that will support the future of Grace Church.  As 
you have given gifts to God throughout your life, consider making a lasting 
and meaningful gift to Grace Church in your will or another type of 
planned gift.  There is not age requirement and no minimum amount of a 
bequest required.  Planned gifts to Grace Church help expand our mission, 
outreach, and special ministries for years to come, ensuring a strong 
foundation for the future of the parish. 
 
Types of Legacy Gifts 
 
A Bequest in a Will:  The easiest and most common way of making a 
planned gift is through a bequest in your will.  You can designate a specific 
amount of money, a percentage of your estate, or a specific asset.  Grace 
Church could also be named as a contingent beneficiary. 
 
Life Income Gifts:  Gifts such as a charitable gift of annuity, a charitable 
remainder trust, or a pooled income fund provide you or your designated 
beneficiary income for life.  At your death, the church receives the gift.  Life 
income gifts generally reduce or eliminate certain taxes and guarantee an 
income for life. 
 
Life Insurance:  Life insurance can be used to make a sizable gift to Grace 
Church.  For example, you can purchase a new policy and make the church 
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the owner and beneficiary of the policy.  You can make Grace Church the 
owner and beneficiary of an existing policy you no longer need.  Or you can 
name Grace Church a contingent beneficiary of an existing policy.   
 
A Life Estate:  You can deed your home, vacation property, or other 
property to Grace Church and retain the right to live in the property and/or 
receive income from the property for as long as you or your beneficiaries 
live.  A life estate gift can reduce capital gains, inheritance, and estate taxes 
and offers an income tax deduction as well. 
 
What Next? 
 
If you would like more information about ways to leave a legacy gift to 
Grace Church, please indicate so on your pledge card or contact our Parish 
Treasurer, Eric Braitmayer at ebrtmyr@comcast.net. 
 
Or, if you have already made arrangements to leave a legacy gift to Grace 
Church, and would like for us to know about it, please indicate so on your 
pledge card. 
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Your Gift of Time & Talent 

Grace Church Ministries 
 

We recognize that all of us have something unique to share and that our 
greatest asset is you!  As much as our buildings, worship space, and 
programs mean to us and allow us to serve our community, they are not the 
Church.  The Church is you and me, it is all of us gathered together.  To be 
a follower of Jesus fundamentally means that we gather together, that we 
worship together, and that we share of ourselves, our time and talent.  
Grace Church offers many ministries in which to do that.  Perhaps God is 
calling you to something new.  Come worship, grow, belong, and serve with 
us. 
 
Children’s Ministry 
Cathy Portlock Pacitto, Director of Children’s Ministry 
cathy@GraceChurchNB.org 
 
This ministry is committed to the children of Grace and our community.  
We bring God’s love to young ones by creating a nurturing and supportive 
environment where they can learn about God’s teachings, experience his 
love, and grow in faith.  Enthusiastic child loving volunteers are needed to 
help as Church School teachers, Children’s Chapel assistants, classroom and 
special Children’s Ministry events volunteers. 
 
Community Breakfast 
Diana Bullard  dianabullard@gmail.com 
Eric Jaikes  ejaikes@comcast.net 
 
Every Sunday morning our great team of volunteers prepares and serves a 
hot breakfast for the homeless and needy of our community.  There are two 
teams, each serving three weeks at a time.  In addition, donations of 
clothing are periodically distributed. 
 
Episcopal Church Women 
Priscilla Guillemette ronpris1000@comcast.net 
Jan Baker  janice.baker1@verizon.net 
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ECW meets four times a year for lunch and a program.  The meetings 
provide a venue for fellowship, education, and service.  In addition, funds 
are provided to help others in our parish, community, diocese, nation, and 
the world. 
 
Flower Ministry 
Terri Nowell  tcn27@outlook.com 
Jerré Croteau  verger@GraceChurchNB.org 
 
The flower ministry provides memorial flowers for the altar each week.  If 
you would like to sponsor flowers in memory of a loved one, or honor a 
person or event in your life, please contact Terri or Jerré. 
 
Grace Cares 
Maureen Decker  thedeckers@comcast.net 
Chrissy Green  maynardgreen@comcast.net 
 
Grace Cares is an ‘in-reach’ ministry that provides meals, cards, calls, and 
other gentle care to parishioners who may be sick or otherwise suffering. 
 
Justice Community 
Pam McNamara  pwmcnamara@comcast.net 
Andrea Medeiros medeirosbusygirl@aol.com 
 
Our Justice Community ministry facilitates and encourages involvement in 
conversations to broaden our thinking around the issue of racism, learn 
from history, and explore ways we can make a difference in our community.  
The Compassion Coalition for Women and Children is a ministry of the 
Justice Community that is working with other community partners to 
provide diapers and bilingual books for children in need in our community. 
 
Laundry Love 
Travis Bowie  rbowie2@comcast.net 
Gerry Lopes  glopes1945@comcast.net 
 
Laundry Love is an outreach ministry that serves the poor and homeless in 
our community by providing laundry services, giving them the dignity of 
clean clothes. 
 
Lay Worship Ministries 
Jerré Croteau  verger@GraceChurchNB.org 
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Grace Church has always supported a very active lay liturgical ministry, with 
member ranging in age from 8 to 80+, trained to perform several functions 
during our worship.  There are many opportunities to serve God and our 
congregation within this ministry, as: acolytes, eucharistic ministers, lectors, 
and subdeacons. 
Livestreaming Team 
Eric Braitmayer  ebrtmyr@comcast.net 
 
Each week our Sunday service is livestreamed on our YouTube channel, 
allowing members who are homebound to continue participating in our 
worship, and giving newcomers a taste of Grace before they visit for the 
first time.  Our Digital Missioners start, monitor, and troubleshoot the 
system during the worship service. 
 
Martha’s Pantry 
Len Boyce  fireportco@aol.com 
Patti Fowle  pbfowle@hotmail.com 
 
Martha’s Pantry, the food pantry ministry at Grace Church distributes fresh 
fruits and vegetables, meat, and dry goods to those in our community who 
are in need.  Volunteers are needed to help organize and distribute the food 
at the Church every Wednesday and Friday morning, as well as picking up 
and unloading food deliveries twice a month on Tuesdays. 
 
Music Ministry 
Dwight Thomas, Interim Music Director 
dthomas@GraceChurchNB.org 
 
The Grace Church Choir is open to all adults and youth in grades 9-12.  
The choir rehearses every Sunday at 8:30 a.m. and sings at the Sunday 10:00 
a.m. service from Labor Day until mid-June.  The handbell choir rehearses 
on Sundays after the service and their music is periodically featured in the 
service. 
 
Sacristans 
Jerré Croteau  verger@GraceChurchNB.org 
 
Our Sacristans care for the altar, vestments, and vessels used during our 
worship.  Each Sunday, following the service, Sacristans reset the altar for 
the next service and each season change the hangings to the appropriate 
color. 
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Stewardship 
Charlie Green  charliegreen@comcast.net 
 
Stewardship is the spiritual discipline of rightly caring for all that God has 
entrusted to our care.  While proportional giving of our financial resources 
is an important aspect of stewardship, just as important is our gifts of time, 
talent, and fellowship.  The Stewardship Committee helps to plan and 
implement our annual Stewardship Campaign and encourages all members 
of the Parish to connect with a ministry that especially speaks to their 
hearts. 
 
Ushers & Greeters 
Jerré Croteau  verger@GraceChurchNB.org 
 
Ushers and Greeters are often the first ones visitors to Grace encounter.  
Their ministry is more than just handing out bulletins and collecting the 
offerings, theirs is one of hospitality and welcome.  Our Ushers and 
Greeters offer a warm smile and assist visitors and all members of parish 
find their way through each service.   
 
Youth Ministry 
The Rev. Faith Mbuthia, Curate 
faith@GraceChurchNB.org 
 
Our youth ministry plays a vital role in nurturing the spiritual growth and 
development of our young people.  We are committed to providing an 
environment where our youth can explore their faith, build relationships, 
and develop their leadership skills.  We are seeking passionate Youth 
Mentors who are willing to share their time and talents with our young 
people.  Whether you are interested in mentoring our youth, or simply want 
to help out at special events, your contribution will make a significant 
difference in the lives of our youth. 
 


